Service of the Word
REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Heart of Christ in the Heart of the City
Baptism of Our Lord – January 10, 2021
WELCOME

Pastor Jason Adams

Thank you for worshiping at home with us. This resource is meant to help us all
share in worship even though we can’t be together in person. If you’re able, you
may also want to join us online. We’ll be live streaming this order of worship at
9:00am on Sunday at www.facebook.com/reformationlasvegas
Your church council and pastors are working on plans for our future gatherings. As new
cases of COVID-19 rise in our area, our priority is health and safety for all. In the
meantime, we serve our neighbors as we are able. If you or anyone you know is in
need of help, please reach out to us. You can email office@reformationlasvegas.org or
call 702-732-2052. You can also reach Pastor Jason’s cell phone at 702-443-0582.

PRELUDE

Fugue in D Major from Voluntary XI

G.F. Handel

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
OPENING HYMN

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in
compassion, forgives our sin, and heals our lives.
C Amen.
P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P
C

Have mercy, O God,
against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion,
cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt.
Create in us a new heart and give us a steadfast spirit.
Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit
and restore your joy within us.
Amen.
As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. As
high as heaven is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As far as
east is from west, so far God removes your sin from you, renewing
your life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns us with
mercy and love.
Amen.

P

C

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Loving God,
C You send your Son Jesus not to Lord over us like Herod, or only
to rebuke us like John, but to stand with us in the waters of
baptism to claim for us Your Love and new life. Teach us to
always listen for and remember these promises and give us
courage to share them with our neighbors too, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SPECIAL MUSIC

Born, Reborn

by Justin Rimbo

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 3:1-22:
Glory to you, O Lord.

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.

3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the
words of the prophet Isaiah,
"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"
7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy
of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our
ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire."
10And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" 11In reply he said
to them, "Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none;
and whoever has food must do likewise." 12Even tax collectors came to be
baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?" 13He said to
them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you." 14Soldiers also
asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with
your wages."
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in
his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the
people. 19But Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of
Herodias, his brother's wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod
had done, 20added to them all by shutting up John in prison.
21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

A Face in the Crowd

HYMN OF THE DAY

Oh, Love, How Deep

Pastor Matt Metevelis
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
Pass the peace in the comments! Post an emoji or comment as we share
the peace and promise of Christ!

OFFERING
All that we have belongs to God, and we give faithfully in gratitude for
God’s abundance, as a practice of discipleship, and to serve the needs of
those around us. Our mission to bless and serve our neighbors matters now
more than ever.
You can give your
offering online to
Reformation
at www.reformationlasvegas.org
Using the Give+ App (simply
giving) on your smart phone:
1. Download the free mobile
app from the App Store or
Google Play by searching for
“GivePlus.”
2. Locate our church by ZIP
code (89104) or name.
3. Donate!

or by mail to:
Reformation Lutheran Church
580 E. Saint Louis Ave.
Las Vegas, NV 89104

Thank you for your generosity!

OFFERTORY

There’s Something About That Name

Gloria and William Gaither

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
P
Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the
nations to the brightness of your rising. Fill the world with your glory, and
show yourself to all the world through him who is the true light and the bright
morning star, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Jason Adams

BLESSING
God Blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
P
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through
the angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a
star, bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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DISMISSAL
P
C

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Sonatina in C, Op. 55 No. 3

F. Kuhlau

Preaching today: Pastor Matt Metevelis
Worship: Pastor Jason Adams
Music: Dr. Alexandria Le

Next Sunday:
January 17th
Luke 4:14-30
Sermon at Nazareth
Augsburg Fortress SAS000729; OneLicense A-731615, CCLI 11262137
Cover Photo by Jong Marshes on Unsplash

Reformation Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Online Attendance
Our Facebook live Sunday worship online (1/3)
has been viewed over 150 times!
PRAYERS
Please remember in prayer: Please remember in prayer: Kristine Bailey,
Pastor Marta’s nice Rachel and family, Helen’s nephew Stephen, Sharon
Graf, Bill Graf, Pr. Phil Hausknecht, Andy Windes, Sara Siller, Anita & Mark,
Adrian Bailey, Dennis Geiter, Stephen Sappington, Carla, Pete Geloff, Pat
Ward, Jeremy Filer, Mark Jones, Levi Billsie, Peggy & Wendell Edwards,
Debbie Schultz, Cris Champion.

🙏
Sunday Bible Study
Our new Bible Study
begins this Sunday, and
we’re reading the letter to
the Colossians. Here we
find a new style of writing,
and new images for the
grace of God in Christ
Jesus - not just for us, but
for the whole universe!
The discussion begins on Zoom this Sunday at 10:30am, or follow along on
our Facebook group. Click the link in your email to find us!

Annual Meeting
Our congregational meeting will be
held Sunday, January 24th,
beginning a 10:30am, online on
Zoom. Link will be sent via email and
posted on our website. We hope
you’ll be with us as we vote on our
mission spending plans for 2021 and
hear updates on our ministry together
in the heart of the city!

Checking In & Checking Up - Online Listening Sessions
It’s been a long year, and so many are
struggling. We want to gather online to
hear stories - Do you know someone
afraid of eviction? Struggling to find work?
Facing steep medical bills? Having trouble
with online school and connectivity?
Feeling isolated or alone? Invite them to
come and share their stories, or bring your
own to one of these (2) online listening
sessions.
Zoom link to be announced.
Wednesday Jan. 13th 6pm
Monday, Jan. 18th, 6pm

Happy Birthday!
11 - Ron Barritt
19 - Joanne Stover
25 - Dennis Geiter
29 - Donna Shelton
31 - Keri Triunfo

