Service of the Word
REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Heart of Christ in the Heart of the City
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost – September 13, 2020
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Jason Adams

Thank you for worshiping at home with us. This resource is meant to help us all share
in worship even though we can’t be together in person. If you’re able, you may also
want to join us online. We’ll be live streaming this order of worship at 9:00am on Sunday at www.facebook.com/reformationlasvegas
Your church council and pastors are working on plans for our future gatherings. Our
priority is health and safety for all. In the meantime, we serve our neighbors as we are
able. If you or anyone you know is in need of help, please reach out to us. You can
email office@reformationlasvegas.org or call 702-732-2052. You can also reach Pastor
Jason’s cell phone at 702-443-0582.

PRELUDE

Prelude No. 21 in B-flat Major, WTC I

by J.S. Bach

CALL TO WORSHIP
In the beginning, and now, and forever,
God the Maker, God the Son, and God the Spirit
danced together, worked together, belonged together.
In the beginning, and now, and forever,
God created the earth and its inhabitants —
plants and animals and people —
to dance together, work together, belong together.
As one with God’s people in every place and time,
grounded in God’s goodness,
we join our voices with the trees of the field,
the stars in the heavens,
the mountains and the seas,
to worship together.
OPENING HYMN

Praise the Lord Rise Up Rejoicing

Hymn #544

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
P
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Whatever we have done, and whatever story we tell ourselves about
how that affects who we are,
there is no place we can hide from God. The One who created us sees the
truth, and still calls us into life. Trusting in God’s mercy, we take this moment
to step out from our hiding places and be honest with God and ourselves.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
P

Creating God,
From dust and breath you formed us and placed us in the midst
of your abundance, O God, and you trusted us to live according
to your word. We confess that sometimes, the voices whispering
“you are not enough”
“what if…”
“you could be better”
are louder than yours, and they plant seeds of mistrust. We have fallen
prey to the lie that you are holding out on us, that taking matters into
our own hands will bring us more happiness, more knowledge, more
power, more success…and that we need to be more than we are.
We admit that we have hidden our true selves, ashamed that we are
not good enough for you, for others, or for ourselves.
Forgive us, Creator God, for pulling apart the web of your creation in
our quest for more. Forgive us for believing we know better, and so
forcing our way into a gift that was not meant
for us. Forgive us, and let your story take root in us, that we may again
take our rightful place in the community of your created order.
Amen.
P
C

P

C

Friends, hear and believe this good news: God knows us fully, and still
loves us fully. There is no place you can go where the grace of God
cannot reach. Even now, just as you are, God’s grace is enough, and it
is for you. Know that your sins are forgiven, in the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Live as if you are forgiven,
and be at peace, with yourself, with God, with your neighbor, and with
the world.
Amen.

GREETING
P
The free gift of grace in Jesus Christ, the reconciling love of God,
and the life and peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Lord God, grand architect of the universe,
C your design of creation is unflawed. Yet we continue to litter your
creation with defects and imperfections. Show us how not to
destroy, but to create, not to demean, but to uplift, not to hate, but
to love, and renew your creation once again. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SPECIAL MUSIC Intermezzo in A major, op. 118 no. 2

by Johannes Brahms

READING
A Reading from Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8:
2:4b In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5 when
no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet
sprung up — for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and
there was no one to till the ground; 6 but a stream would rise from the earth,
and water the whole face of the ground— 7 then the Lord God formed man

from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and the man became a living being.
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it
and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, "You may freely eat
of every tree of the garden;17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die."
3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, "You shall not eat
from any tree in the garden'?" 2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may
eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3 but God said, "You shall not eat
of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch
it, or you shall die.' " 4 But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die;
5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 So when the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and
she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.
7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked;
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.
8They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of
the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.
P
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P
C

The Gospel according to Luke 11:1-4:
Glory to you, O Lord.

1[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples."
2He said to them, "When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3Give us each day our daily bread.
4And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

“Hide and Seek”

Pastor Jason Adams

HYMN OF THE DAY

Creating God your Fingers Trace

Hymn #684

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
Pass the peace in the comments! Post an emoji or comment as we share
the peace of Christ!

OFFERING
All that we have belongs to God, and we give faithfully in gratitude for
God’s abundance, as a practice of discipleship, and to serve the needs of
those around us. Our mission to bless and serve our neighbors matters now
more than ever.
You can give your offering online to Reformation
at www.reformationlasvegas.org

Using the Give+ App
(simply giving) on your
smart phone:
1. Download the free mobile app from the App Store
or Google Play by searching for “GivePlus.”
2. Locate our church by ZIP
code (89104) or name.
3. Donate!

or by mail to:
Reformation Lutheran Church
580 E. Saint Louis Ave.
Las Vegas, NV 89104

Thank you for your generosity!

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
P
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to
your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.
C Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Jason Adams

BLESSING
God Blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
P

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with

C

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you
peace
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

God’s Work Our Hands

DISMISSAL
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the
fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and
serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
P
C

Go in peace. Christ is with you!
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

To God Be the Glory

by William H. Doane

Preaching: Pastor Jason Adams
Worship: Pastor Matt Metevelis
Music: Dr. Alexandria Le

Next Week:
September 20th
Genesis 15:1-6
God’s Promise to Abraham
Music and Liturgy used by permission
Augsburg Fortress SAS000729; OneLicense A-731615, CCLI 11262137
Cover Photo by Jeremy Bishop on Unsplash

Reformation Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Online Attendance
Our Facebook live Sunday worship online (9/6) has been viewed over 200
times!
PRAYERS
Please remember in prayer: Bruce Smith, Sharon Graf, Andy Windes, Sara
Siller, Anita & Mark, Donna Shelton, Dennis Geiter, Stephen Sappington,
Carla, Pete Geloff, Pat Ward, Jeremy Filer, Mark Jones, Levi Billsie,
Wendell Edwards, Ange Stange, Bill Graf, for the family of Jack Potter,
Linda Potter’s nephew Dustin Dwyer, Debbie Schultz, & Cris Champion.

🙏
God’s Work Our Hands TODAY!
Grab your yellow T-shirts! We’re
still working together to help our
neighbors in need! Following our
online worship, you can participate
by driving through and dropping off
hygiene items (socks, deodorant,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc.)
TODAY UNTIL NOON. You’ll also
be able to pick up some special
greeting cards to get decorate send out to our house bound members. We’ll
share resources on advocacy as well as we share the heart of Christ in the
heart of the city! Financial gifts are also welcome, and can be sent to the
church office. Thank you!

Online Bible Study
Next week, (9/20), we’ll
finish our study of the
Lord’s prayer with help
from Martin Luther’s
Small Catechism and
modern insights. Join
Pastors Matt and
Jason on Zoom or
Facebook Live - find the link in your email or follow on our Facebook Bible
Study Page https://www.facebook.com/groups/RLCBibleStudy.

Open Conversations on Race
We had a great conversation this week, and our Grand
Canyon Synod working team will host “Open
Conversations about Race” again - with the next
meetings happening October 13, and November 10, at
6:30-7:45 pm on Zoom. These conversations are a safe
and thoughtful space where you and others in the
synod can wrestle with questions, share our stories,
and talk with each other.
As people of faith we push forward knowing that
together, through conversation, we can learn. Together
we can discover places where our hearts expand.
Together we gain confidence in leading what can be difficult and critical conversations. We all
see things differently. Now is the acceptable time to learn from each other about how our
opinions are formed through experiences and cultural messages. All are invited to
participate. Register online at: https://bit.ly/gcs-811

Happy Birthday!
Sept. 14 - Dana Olson
Sept. 17 - Hedian Swanson
Sept. 26 - Marsha Larson

Happy Anniversary!
Sept. 14 - Paul & Elaine Hansen

