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 Grace and peace to you from our Father in heaven and the Lord Jesus who is 

the Christ. Amen. 

 The man arrives right after sunrise. He’s packed a lunch, and will wait in the 

parking lot of the Home Depot at Flamingo and Fort Apache all day. As each truck pulls 

into the parking lot, he looks up, to see if this one might be in need of a worker. It’s been 

a couple of weeks since he’s been here. He took some time to recover from an injury on 

a job, where he fell 15 feet while cutting a palm tree. He’s moved furniture, done 

painting, landscaping, and tile. On a good day he might receive $20 an hour.  It’s been 1

hard to find steady work, and his past makes it difficult to get into long-term 

employment. Maybe he’ll negotiate a price for a day’s work, but as the hours pass, he 

waits. Sometimes employers change the deal and refuse to pay what they promised, 

but he’ll take what he can get. What other choice does he have? Midday approaches 

and another rush of trucks enter the lot. Perhaps this will be the chance to find the work 

he needs to bring home some money tonight. They pass him by. In the heat of the 

afternoon he waits, hoping someone will come along and hire him for a job, for at least a 

couple of hours to ply his trade and earn some pay. Five o’clock comes around, and he 

heads home, discouraged, unable to find work for the day. He’ll be back there the next 

day, waiting the chance to be of service, to bring home money for groceries and bills for 

his family.  This story is not uncommon for day laborers in Las Vegas.  

 “Day Labor in Las Vegas” report, accessed 3/14/19 at http://arribalasvegas.org/wp-content/uploads/1

2018/01/Las-Vegas-Report-Final.pdf
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 The culture we live in values work. We believe people should be paid a fair wage 

for the work they do, and that we should work to earn a living. Those who wait for work 

to come to them might be perceived as lazy or unworthy of employment they are often 

considered the lowest status of workers available. When people are unable to find work, 

they can quickly become depressed, feel worthless, or self conscious about how they 

are seen by others. 

 It was the same in Jesus’ time. Those who were household servants, even slaves 

- had at least some expectation that they would not go hungry in normal times. They 

were linked to a family, held regular positions of service, and could likely know what 

each day would bring. A day laborer didn’t have that luxury. He would wait in the 

marketplace, where those who needed workers for the olive harvest would find help. 

The rains would come quickly, and the fruit needed to be harvested as soon as it was 

ready. 

 The Kingdom of heaven is like the employer who hires everyone in the parking 

lot of the Home Depot, and gives them all a living wage, enough to feed and fill them, to 

sustain a livelihood, and get them through to the next day. Enough to provide for their 

family, and sustain them. The generous boss gives what is needed, without regard to 

ability, effort, past decisions, or results.  

 Does this seem unfair to us? If we are like those workers in the parable who 

show up all day, working in the hot sun, we might grumble - we might feel entitled to a 

little extra thanks, maybe even some bonus pay, something that says we are just a little 

more appreciated than those who showed up late to finish the job. Just like how those of 

us who have grown up in the church our whole lives, who have been faithful and 
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supportive of the church might be offended by the awful sinner who on his deathbed 

longs for the love and grace of Jesus in their last moments. God welcomes each one 

home. Does God’s generosity offend us? 

 We hear the grumbling of the ones who have worked all day long. “That’s not 

fair!” Rolf Jacobsen of Luther seminary tells the story of a police officer who has to 

arrest someone, and the person would say, “It’s not fair” - the officer would respond, 

“The fair is in August, it’s where they judge pigs.” The telling part of those who complain 

is in verse 12 “you have made them equal to us!” Those who have worked all day feel 

entitled to something more. Even though the boss gave what they were promised, 

seeing the generous way those latecomers were treated, they expect more.   

 Today, the U.S. unemployment rate hovers under 4 percent. This seems to 

indicate that there is plenty of work, and we hear that companies are struggling to find 

employees. Yet so many place great honor on those who attend elite universities, Ivy 

league schools and USC, apparently, that wealthy parents are scamming the system, 

cheating on tests, giving large donations to get their children into these schools.  This 2

story garnered a lot of attention this week and I think because it stirs up a lot of the 

same feelings as Jesus’ parable of laborers in the vineyard. “It’s not fair!” Those entitled 

and wealthy kids don’t deserve to get into those schools. I worked hard to get good 

grades, and applied to get in based on my own merits, and they haven’t earned it. We 

know what is fair and what is not.  

 You get what you earn, you work hard and you’ll be rewarded, you do the right 

thing and everything will be fine.  That’s the way we typically think things should work. 

 “Actresses, Business Leaders and Other Wealthy Parents Charged in U.S. College Entry Fraud” ac2 -
cessed 3/14/19 at https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/12/us/college-admissions-cheating-scandal.html?
action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
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(But don't let me should all over you.) Jesus shows up and describes a Kingdom that is 

no meritocracy. The work we do is still vital, still necessary, but is not a condition of 

God’s will to bring life and grace for all. Through the cross, God was reconciling the 

whole world to Godself (2 Cor. 5:19). Paul reminds the church at Corinth that God’s 

grace is for the whole world - that none of them, none of us are any better or worse, and 

that if our works were all measured, none would live up to what the law requires of us. 

Imagine if those workers in the vineyard received their wages with a different spirit, not 

with envy and spite, but with gratitude and generosity. Would they have gone home 

telling of the goodness of this generous landowner? Would they have returned to work 

early again the next day, eager to work a full day to see what  he would do next?  

 This week in New Zealand, we again saw the terrible and sadly no longer 

shocking action that can come when one thinks they are better than others. Fifty 

muslims killed during Friday prayer as a result of fear and racial hatred. As a church we 

must renounce the sin of Islamophobia, racism, and white supremacy, and continue to 

stand with our muslim siblings, to pray for healing for ourselves and for our world, and to 

reject hatred in all its forms. 

 As we remember the ways that we’ve tried to seem superior to others, put others 

down based on their circumstances, or spoken unkindly about neighbors without 

knowing the details of their situation, we would find it to be unfair that we receive God’s 

grace at all. If we think we’re better, we think we work harder, that we are more 

deserving, and others only deserve our pity, we are the most miserable of all. 

 If however, we hear this story of laborers int he vineyard, begin to see every 

worker as one who is loved by God, and give thanks - we can respond with gratitude. 
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Then, we might truly take hold of God’s grace in our lives. Jesus stands there in the 

parking lot with Luis. He stands with all who have lost loved ones. He stands in places 

of violence and He stands with us too, offering the same hand up when we are made to 

feel less than worthy of His love. God’s grace is for everyone. We don’t earn it. We don’t 

get more of it than anyone else. Jesus tells the story to illustrate to his followers, who 

still don’t seem to understand, that their status is no higher than a child, they are not 

entitled any more than a tax collector or gentile. God’s will is life for all.  

 This story in Matthew’s gospel comes after the story of the rich man who asks 

Jesus what he should do to enter the Kingdom. The last line of chapter 19 is the same 

as the last line of this reading today: “the last will be first, and the first will be last.” God’s 

grace and love given to us are a free gift, unearned and undeserved. As we move into 

the world, into our community, we will no doubt encounter those who have not heard the 

message of God’s love in Jesus - will we share it? Can we share the heart of Christ in 

the heart of the city and tell the reason for the hope that we have in Jesus?
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